
 

RESTORE Act 

$5.2 Billion already committed* 
 

 
 

The RESTORE Act requires that some of the penalties paid by the companies responsible for the BP 
oil spill go to the Gulf. The Act describes where the money goes and how the money can be spent:
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65% 
goes to the Gulf States (in Louisiana and Florida, local governments receive some of this 

money directly) to use for economic and ecological restoration. 
 

 
 

30% (plus 50% of the interest) 

goes to a federal council, which includes state and federal government representatives, to 

restore and protect Gulf natural resources. 

 

 

5% (plus 50% of the interest) 

goes to research and monitoring. Half of the money supports a regional science program. 

The other half supports research centers in the Gulf States. 

 

 

How much money has been awarded? 
Of the $5.2 billion committed, only a small portion has been awarded so far. 

 

What kind of projects? 
The money can be used for environmental and 

economic restoration projects, and for research activities. 

Who pays? 

Companies responsible for the BP oil spill pay 
Clean Water Act civil penalties. 80% of these 

penalties flow through the RESTORE Act. 
 

 

 

 

Need More Information? 

Environmental Law Institute | 1730 M Street, NW, Ste. 700, Washington, DC 20036 | gulfofmexico@eli.org | www.eli-ocean.org/gulf 

35% 
goes to the Gulf States in equal shares. 

30% 
goes to the Gulf States based on their oil spill impacts. 
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