University of Mississippi Prior Approval Request Form
for Revisions to Federal Awards
Please use this form when requesting prior approval for revisions to Federal awards.
[see next page for information]

	Principal Investigator:
     
Date:       

	

	Federal Awarding Agency:
     

	

	Project Title:
     

	

	Federal Award Number:
     
	UM Account Number:
     

	

	Approval Requested for:
[see page 2 for category numbers and description]

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A1
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A2
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A3
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A4
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A5


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A6
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A7
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A8
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 B1
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 B2
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 B3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Budget Revision 
[required for specified budget restrictions, significant rebudgeting, change of scope, new budget category, transfer between budget categories in excess of 10% of total project cost] 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other:
     

	

	Description and Justification:


	Approval Signatures: 


	Principal Investigator









Date:

	

	Department Chair









Date:

	

	Dean/Division Head









Date:

	

	Vice Chancellor for Research and Sponsored Programs





Date:

	

	If request is for pre-award costs, any non-reimbursable expenditures will be covered as follows:

	Signature/s
	Account Number/s
	Amount/s

	
	     
	     

	
	     
	     

	
	     
	     

	

	For ORSP use only:

	      (
Grant covered by expanded authorities
	      (
Grant  NOT  covered by expanded authorities

	      (
Required notification sent to agency on ____________________________ by ____________________________ .


Requirements for Prior Approval for Revisions to Federal Awards
[Request Form on First Page]
The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs should process all requests that require prior approval from the sponsor or are allowed by expanded authorities granted to the University.  Prior approval is required for certain programmatic and budgetary revisions to Federal awards as specified in section 308 of 2 CFR 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance).    

A.
For non-construction Federal awards, recipients must request prior approvals from Federal awarding agencies for one or more of the following program or budget-related reasons:

(1)
Change in scope or objective of the project or program (significant rebudgeting may be considered to be a change in scope);

(2)
Change in a key person specified in the application or the Federal award;


(3)
The disengagement from the project for more than 3 months, or a 25% reduction in time devoted to the project, by the principal investigator;

(4) 
The inclusion, unless waived by the Federal awarding agency, of costs that require prior approval in accordance with 2 CFR 200, Subpart E – Cost Principles (e.g. equipment purchases not included in approved budget);


(5)
The transfer of funds budgeted for participant support costs as defined in 2 CFR 200.75 to other categories of expense;

(6)
Unless described in the application and funded in the approved Federal award, the subawarding, transferring or contracting out of any work under a Federal award, including fixed amount subawards as described in 2 CFR 200.332.


(7)
Changes in the approved cost-sharing or matching provided by the non-Federal entity;


(8)
The need arises for additional Federal funds to complete the project.
Except for Item A.(1), the Federal awarding agency may, at its option, waive cost-related and adminis​trative prior approval for any of the above.

B.
Expanded Authorities Awards: 
The recipient may, at the option of the Federal awarding agency, be granted expanded authorities to authorize certain modifications.  (PHS and NSF generally allow recipients this authority, while other Federal awarding agencies may choose not to do so.)  Expanded authorities allow the University (ORSP) to authorize one or more of the following:


(1)
Incur project costs 90 calendar days before the award; (more than 90 calendar days requires Federal awarding agency prior approval).

(2)
Initiate a one-time extension of the period of performance by up to 12 months unless one or more of the following conditions apply:



(a)  the terms and conditions of the Federal award prohibit the extension;


(b)  the extension requires additional Federal funds;


(c)  the extension involves any change in the objectives or scope of the project.


The recipient (the University) must notify the Federal awarding agency in writing with the supporting reasons and revised period of performance at least 10 days before the end of the period of performance specified in the Federal award.  This one-time extension may not be exercised merely for the purpose of using unobligated balances.


(3)
Carry forward unobligated balances to subsequent periods of performance. The Federal awarding agency may require justification for the carry forward of amounts which exceed a certain percentage of the Federal award.


(4)
For Federal awards that support research, unless the Federal awarding agency provides otherwise in the Federal award or Federal awarding agency’s regulations, the prior approval requirements described in Section (B) are automatically waived unless one of the conditions in (B)(2)(a)-(c) applies.

The Federal awarding agency may, at its option, restrict the transfer of funds among direct cost categories for Federal awards in which the Federal share of the project exceeds the Simplified Acquisition Threshold ($150,000) and the cumulative amount of such transfers exceeds or is expected to exceed 10% of the total budget as last approved by the Federal awarding agency.

All other changes to nonconstruction projects do not normally require prior approval but are subject to the terms and conditions of the award document. 
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